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US abortion doctor is shot dead

A prominentUS abortiondoctorhas been shot deadat a churchin the city of Wichita, Kansas.

Dr George Tiller, oneof the few US doctorswho performedlate-term abortions, had been vilifiedby anti-abortionistsin the US.

The gunman fled in a car, but officials say a suspect is now in custody.

US AttorneyGeneralEricHoldersaid the US wouldoffer protectionto "appropriatepeople and facilities" in the wake of Dr Tillers' killing.

Dr Tiller's clinic - calledWomen's HealthCare Services- had oftenbeen the site of demonstrations, and he had been shot and woundedby an assailant16

years ago.

Questioningof the suspect, a 51 year-old man, is continuing. WichitaDeputy Police Chief Tom Stolz said he was likely to face one chargeof murderand

two countsof aggravatedassault for allegedlypointinga gun at two othermen.

Dr Tiller, whowas 67, was shot just after 1000 (1500 GMT) at the ReformationLutheranChurch.

His lawyer, Dan Monnat, said his clientwas killed while servingas an usher during a morningchurchservice. His wife was in the choir at the time.

Dr Tiller's widow, four childrenand 10 grandchildrenissueda statementcallinghis killing"an unspeakabletragedy".

The statementsaid: "This is particularlyheart-wrenchingbecauseGeorge was shot down in his house of worship, a placeof peace."

They said his death was a loss forWichitaand for women acrossAmerica, sayinghe had dedicatedhis life to providingwomenwith high-qualityhealth

care, despite frequentthreatsand violence.

'Cowardly'

Anti-abortiongroupsalso denouncedthe shooting.

In a statement, TroyNewmanof OperationRescuesaid his grouphad worked for years throughpeacefuland legal means and throughthe proper channels

to see Dr Tiller "broughtto justice".

ANTI-ABORTIONATTACKS

Oct 1998: Dr Barnett Slepianshot dead, Buffalo, New York

Jan 1998: Policemankilled in blast at clinic nearBirmingham, Alabama

Dec 30 1994: Two receptionistsshot dead at clinicsnearBoston

July1994: Dr John Britton and a volunteerescortkilled outside clinic, Pensacola, Florida

"We denouncevigilantismand the cowardlyact that took placethismorning."

Phill Kline, an opponentof Dr Tiller and a formerattorney-general of the state of Kansas, said: "I am stunnedby this lawlessand violentact, whichmust

be condemnedand shouldbe met with the full forceof law."

PresidentBarackObamasaid he was shockedand outragedover the killing.

"Howeverprofoundour differencesas Americansover difficult issuessuchas abortion, they cannotbe resolvedby heinousacts of violence," Mr Obama

said.

The shootingcametwoweeksafter the presidentmade a majorspeechon abortionat oneof the main Catholicuniversitiesin the US.

Correspondentssay the presidentis attemptingto defuse the abortionissue - a highlyemotivesubjectin US public life - by arguingthat while it should

remainlegal, the governmentshoulddo all it can to limit the numberof unwantedpregnancies.

Butmembersof the anti-abortionmovementhave been angeredby the president's reversalof restrictionson federal funding for embryonicstemcell

researchand for family-planninggroupswhich carry out or facilitateabortionsoutside the US.

UnderKansasstate law, abortionslater in pregnancyare legal only if two independentphysiciansagree that the mother could suffer irreparableharm by

givingbirth.

Dr Tiller's clinic is oneof just three in the US to performabortionsafter 21 weeks.
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